Letter height can vary
from 3-5 pen widths

i high. This example is
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5 pen widths high. The
angle of teh nib should

be kept within a 30 to 45 degree
angle. When marking your guide-
lines, leave 1 nib width above and
below your guide. This helps keep
your letter highs uniform.

N

&
N

-

&
w

Fig. 1 - When making vertical strokes, start the stroke with the right-hand corner
of your nib touching the guideline. Finish your stroke when the left-hand corner of

the nib touches the guideline.

Fig. 2 - When adding strokes to the top of a vertical, place the left-corner of the
nib touching the corner of your vertical, then end the stroke when the right corner
of the nib touches your guidline. When adding to the bottom of a vertical, place
your nib on the ending angle of the vertical and pull the nib until the right corner
of the nib touches the guideline.

Fig. 3 - To add the feet toyour letters, place the left corner of your nib on the guide.
Make a horizontal comma shape thru the base of the vertical ending the stroke

when the right corner touches the guideline.
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Pen angle 45 degrees to 70 degrees

Insular Miniscule is less formal script than Insular Majuscule. It is a transitional alphabet and was used all

over Europe from the sixth century on. The pen angle may be anywhere from 45 degrees to 70 degrees, but
should remain consistent throughout a piece, excepting turns on the flourishes.
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Used from the 6® to 9® Centuries, Insular Majuscule
is one of several hands used in Celtic manuscripts.
The hand is usually seen using only the lower case.
Significant words were sometimes highlighted

by paint in the open part (i.e.-the inside of the O).

The pen is held parallel to the horizontal guidelines,
but is turned on the flourishes.

majalcule-
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